Acquired dermal melanocytosis of the hand: a new clinical type of dermal melanocytosis.
We report a 22-year-old man with acquired dermal melanocytosis on the hand which developed without any history of previous inflammation. He had no history of contact with or oral administration of any drugs or metals which might have caused pigmentation. Histopathologically, spindle-shaped dermal melanocytes were observed running parallel to the collagen bundles and scattered in all portions of the dermis. The dopa reaction of these cells was positive. Ultrastructurally, dermal melanocytes containing numerous melanosomes (stages II to IV) which were surrounded by the extracellular sheath were observed. Differential diagnosis of other dermal melanocytosis was discussed.